
The State of New Hampshire 
By Her Excellency 

Margaret Wood Hassan, Governor 
 

A Proclamation 
 

COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH DAY 
OCTOBER 31, 2013 

  
WHEREAS, The Community Mental Health Act of 1963 was signed into law by President John F. Kennedy 
on this date fifty years ago; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Community Mental Health Act led to the establishment of regionally designated 
community mental health centers, to provide for community-based care as an alternative to 
institutionalization; and 
 
WHEREAS, The Community Mental Health Act helped move people in need of care out of institutions to 
an environment where care is supported by community mental health centers, giving families hope and 
leading to the transformation of behavioral health care; and 
 
WHEREAS, Community-based care provides strength to individuals with mental illness by ensuring that 
they can receive the care they need while living in their own community surrounded and supported by family 
and friends; and 
 
WHEREAS, We recognize that community-based care is an efficient, cost-effective, clinically proven, and 
humane way to deliver necessary services to individuals with mental illness and substance abuse issues; and 
 
WHEREAS, New Hampshire is now strengthening our community-based mental health care efforts through 
increased state funding and a strong commitment to implementation of the 2008 Ten-Year Mental Health 
Plan; and 
 
WHEREAS, Healthcare providers, mental health centers, peer support organizations, substance abuse 
treatment facilities, hospitals, state departments and other public agencies, families, and individuals have all 
worked tirelessly to improve behavioral health services and to provide parity and access to care in our state; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, I, MARGARET WOOD HASSAN, GOVERNOR of the State of New Hampshire, 
do hereby proclaim OCTOBER 31, 2013, as COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH DAY in the State of 
New Hampshire and encourage all residents and policy-makers to continue to build and maintain our system 
of community-based care. 
 
 
 

Given this 31st day of October, in the year of Our Lord 
two thousand and thirteen, and the independence of 
the United States of America, two hundred and thirty-
eight. 
 
 
 

Margaret Wood Hassan 
         Governor 


